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sideration of electrical applications; also of mechanical restraint, a ques¬ 
tion that must be met by every nurse, and intelligently rather than 
ignorantly. It gives more of detail to the treatment of insanity and 
less to general nursing. It gives nothing about the “examination of 
urine ” or “control of fire,” nor has it any sketch of the development of 
Insane Asylum work or methods and of the comparative value 
of the different schools. He adds, however, more of detail on the 
subjects of “ Sleep” and “Sleeplessness,” “Anesthetization,” “ Micro¬ 
organisms,” convulsions, and anatomy of brain, nerves and spinal 
cord. Nothing is said about menstruation and its disorders. 

The book is bound in two volumes, one for each year of study, and 
its value is very considerably enhanced by illustrations. . The book will 
doubtless meet with great favor, indeed (according to the advertise¬ 
ment), being adopted by the New York Hospitals before it was issued. 
The name of Dr. Wise, whose hospital ranks among the very first in the 
country, is sufficient assurance of acceptable and reliable v.ork. 

PHELPS. 

The New Pathological Institute of the Central Indiana 
Hospital for the Insane. 

An event of considerable importance to the local medical profession 
and of interest to neurologists and alienists generally, will be consum¬ 
mated within the next few weeks, when the new Pathological Depart¬ 
ment of the Central Hospital for the Insane is dedicated to original work 
and research. With the completion of this building and its thorough 
outfit for all kinds of chemical, bacteriological and pathological investi¬ 
gation, Indiana has taken a decided step in advance, and placed herself 
upon a high place, one equal to that held by the best Hospitals and State 
institutions of this country and Europe. The recent official report of 
the Central Indiana Hospital for the Insane dwells especially upon this 
new department, offering, as it does, opportunity for the study and care 
ful systematic investigation of mental and nervous diseases. 

The structure of the new building in itself is admirable. Built sub¬ 
stantially of red brick ornamented with stone, the external appearance 
of the building is beautiful in its garden surroundings. The interior is 
a model in its arrangements and finish. There are reception rooms for 
physicians and visitors upon the ground floor, and also a neatly furnished 
mortuary, where relatives and friends of the dead may view the remains 
without any shock to their sentiments, a point of importance in lessen¬ 
ing the wide-spread opposition to post-mortems existing in this country. 
All the other rooms of the building are devoted to medical research. 
Upon the lower floor are the chemical laboratories, the dissecting and' 
preserving room for the examination of microscopic specimens. In ad¬ 
dition there are here situated the reagent room, the museum, and the 
clinical amphitheatre, in which autopsies will also be held before mem¬ 
bers of the profession and seniors of the medical schools. The amphi¬ 
theatre is large, excellently ventilated, and lighted by drop and sid- 
electric lamps. Several thirty-two candle hand-lamps add materially to 
the possibilities for illuminating the body cavities. Every seat is so are 
ranged that the occupant has an uninterrupted view of the operator 
Upon the upper floor, with a northern exposure, are the microscopical 
rooms and the bacteriological laboratory, upon the southern side is the 
private room of the Superintendent. Between the two facing east is the 
library and study room of the hospital staff. This room is very large, 
excellently furnished; in short, complete in every detail. Standard 
medical works are contained in six large book-cases, engravings upon 
the walls, desks and arm chairs offer opportunity for work and ease. 
Beneath the tiers of the amphitheatre is the cloak-room, from which the 
electric projecting apparatus is operated. Bausch and Lomb have- 
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equipped the entire building with a complete outfit of chemical, micro¬ 
scopical and bacteriological apparatus, including a micro-photographic 
machine for which a special dark-room has been provided. 

Altogether the new pathological institute is perfect, ranking far 
ahead of any similar structure in the United States or Europe which is- 
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known to the writer, who has seen and worked in many of them. The 
many practical devices for chemical and microscopical work, the ar- 
arrangements of the sources of water and light, and the magnificent 
work-tables and storing cupboards are really surprising to see, and most 
of them were made in the carpenter shops of the hospital itself. 

It is the intention of the medical superintendent to maintain the 
department upon a high plane. Only original research will be car¬ 
ried on, notably into the causes and effects of mental and nervous dis¬ 
eases. Every case investigated will be clinically studied,so that the results 
of the chemical, bacteriological and pathological examinations will be 
rendered complete and valuable. Naturally some time must elapse be¬ 
fore the department will be in smooth running order, or the researches 
be ready for close neurological and alienistic scrutiny. When this is 
the case, however, many important contributions to our knowledge of 
the etiology and pathology of insanity and the organic nervous diseases 
so frequently associated with various forms of mental affections may be 
hopefully awaited. 
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The Board of Control of the Central Hospital, viz., J. L- Carson, 
Pres., (Fairland); John Ostermann, Treas , (Indianapolis), and D. H. 
Davis, Secy., (Knightsville), deserves recognition for this effort to ad¬ 
vance our opportunities for work and study in this branch of medicine. 
To the Superintendent of the Hospital, Dr. Geo. F. Edenharter, especial 
credit is due,for to his efforts,untiring zeal and constant care,the accom¬ 
plishment of this high purpose is really due. He personally drew the 
plans of the building, devised the interior equipment, selected the 
mechanical and chemical apparatus, and watched the construction of 
the building. He is at the same time its engineer and founder, and in 
his capacity as medical chief of the hospital will govern the scientific 
working, clinical and pathological, of the new department. Institutions 
for the insane throughout the country will do well to follow the step 
taken at the Central State Hospital, and then we shall have abundant 
opportunity to work and study, and not, as is now the case, allow much 
of our material to go to waste. The establishment of similar depart¬ 
ments of neuro-pathology will surely be followed by decided advance¬ 
ment in our still meagre knowledge of the causes of insanity and the 
organic tissue changes with which the mental affections are doubtless 
closely allied. ALBERT E. STERNE, M. D. 
















